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Volume 1, Issue 7 

February 2018 
 

Hillcrest School Council  

 
"Encouraging Participation, Supporting Achievement, Promoting 

Community”  

 
Congratulations to the Wrestling Team. They all qualified for the City 

Championships at Bell HS. 

Congratulations to the Nordic Ski Team who participated in the National 

Capital Ski meets at Nakkertok in Gatineau. Duncan Knight placed 1st in 

the Novice Boys, Erin McInerney placed 6th in the Junior Girls HS division, 

qualifying her for OFSAA, and Claire Kropp won the 8th place ribbon in 

Novice girls. Congratulations to the whole team, who competed well in all 

of their events and had lots of fun together in the open relay. 

Warm Welcome to Roua Aljied Hillcrest's newly arrived Arabic speaking 

multicultural liaison officer. Roua is aligned with the Ottawa Community 

Immigrant Services Organization (OCISO). She will be at Hillcrest on 

Tuesdays. Her work space is in the same area as Fatima and she can be 

reached by phone at ext. 2002.  

Appreciation to Parents, staff, and students for the organizing & 

purchasing that helped deliver a successful Pizza After School Day. 

Thank You to the OCDSB who have committed to replenish the school's 

collection of laptop computers. The first large tranche of 108 Chrome 

books is expected within a matter of weeks. 

Accommodation Reviews 

1)the Ministry of Education has opened phase 2 of public consultations 

into the Accommodation Review process. The Ministry's letter to school 

boards is of particular interest.  

2)  OCDSB has divided all elementary & secondary schools into "areas" for 

the purpose of accommodation reviews. The breakdowns can be found 

through the above links.  You may be surprised to learn that Emily Carr 

and Glen Ogilvie schools are now "in" Alta Vista. 

OSSLT Test The Grade 10 OSSLT test will be administered on Tuesday, 10 

April. Parents wishing to get an idea of what that test entails may click 

here. Similar to the mathematics assessment, a sample OSSLT test is also 

available for viewing.  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Hillcrest 

Tuesday 20 Feb - Friday 23 Feb - 

Music Fest at Hillcrest + 1 - 4 

March at Longfield Davidson  

Monday  12 March - Friday 16 

March - Spring Break 

Thursday 22 March - 

Parent/Teacher Interviews  

Wednesday, March 28 - School 

Council meeting -7:00 p.m. 

Community 

Elmvale Acres Community 

Association 

Sunday, 04 March, 1 - 4 p.m. - St. 

Aidan's Church (955 Wingate 

Drive) - Meeting with City of 

Ottawa re: residential 

flooding/sewer maintenance  

Ottawa Community Immigrant 

Services Organization - Tax 

Clinic  

Tuesday evenings (530 - 800 p.m.) 

- 06 March to 24 April - Tax Clinic 

at 959 Wellington Street West - by 

appointment. Volunteers speak  

English, French, German, Spanish, 

Portuguese, Urdu, Hindi, Nepali, 

Arabic, Farsi, Somali, Russian, 

Punjabi, and Filipino.  Clients may 

book appoints through Julia 

Green- Tel. 613-725-5671 ext. 292  

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/reviewguide.html
https://efis.fma.csc.gov.on.ca/faab/Memos/B2018/B02_EN.pdf
https://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6234716
https://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=6234733
http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/OSSLT/Pages/OSSLT.aspx
http://www.eqao.com/en/assessments/OSSLT/Pages/sample-osslt.aspx
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Special Education 

 

 

 

Educators have for years engaged in a well meaning dance of terminology etiquette, trying to 

adopt an appropriate and neutral descriptor for students who face some form of impediment to 

learning.  Although  "special" remains in use, it is gradually being replaced with the term 

"exceptional".  

The angst over terminology recognizes that all forms of impediments may bear a pejorative 

connotation and that the wrong choice may give rise to a stigma. 

As admirable as is the caution over terminology, it is important to bear in mind that the education 

offered to the "special" or "exceptional" student is simply a form of differentiated education...or in 

Silicon Valley speak, personalized education. 

How many parents have you heard say "children learn at their own pace" or "each child has their 

own strength"?  Those parents are advocating for education tailored to the needs, abilities, and 

strengths of the student - which is what ultimately is delivered through special education.  

To a considerable degree, Ontario schools have adopted a differentiated style. Were you to look at 

EQAO score sheets, you will find a numeral indicating how many test takers were designated "special 

needs".  The figures for the standardized testing points at grades 3, 6, 9, and 10 are fairly consistent 

year-on-year, revealing that around one of five test takers provincial wide had been formally 

assessed as a special need student.   

Most of the students counted as special needs are not in a special needs program, but rather are in 

possession of an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  In summary and using academic jargon, an IEP 

describes the special education program and/or services required by a particular student, based on 

an assessment of the student’s strengths and needs and serves as a record of the accommodation(s) 

needed to help the student achieve his/her learning expectations. In more common parlance an IEP 

student encounters a learning barrier (e.g. ADHD) and can benefit from extra support.  At many 

schools, including Hillcrest this support is often delivered at the resource room.  
A simple benefit from being on an IEP is that it presents an opportunity for student and teacher to 

really get to know each other.  Should you notice your child is experiencing  difficulties with their 

https://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Elementary/Special%20Education/IEP_Guide.pdf
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school work or in adjusting to school, please consider speaking to a teacher or guidance counsellor 

about the advisability of an assessment. Perhaps your child will not require an IEP. But there is 

absolutely no shame in needing some additional support.  In fact, most will perform much better with 

supports that meet their learning needs and will allow them to show their learning more completely. 

As you can see from the above statistics, almost every classroom in a typical Ontario school is likely to 

be occupied by multiple students who are on an IEP. They have an IEP, because just like everyone in 

life, they have areas in which they could use some help. The IEP does help.  

In addition to the IEP, special needs students may also receive support through special needs 

programs.  The OCDSB operates 13 different special needs programs, including for Gifted students. 

 Hillcrest offers two of these programs: 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
Developmental Disabilities Program (DD) 

Autism is characterized by difficulty in areas such as verbal & non-verbal communication, social 

interactions, and/or fixated or repetitive movements or routines, Students within the ASD program at 

Hillcrest are at a high functioning level. This year the school is offering 2 classes with 20 students in 

total, making it perhaps the largest ASD unit within the district. Students who attend are not 

necessarily resident in this area and many students do use school transportation for their commute 

to/from school. 

An academic goal of the ASD program is to achieve full integration in standard pathways classrooms 

by grade 12.  In order to prepare for full integration, students devote time in earlier grades to learning 

strategies - learning how to learn, employing a strength based approach with a focus upon 

organizational skills.  ASD students also receive support in subjects which present special challenges. 

 The students have three separate class spaces available to them - a learning strategies room,  a 

sensory room (quiet space for self-regulation) and a break-out/lunch room. By grade 12 the hope 

and expectation is that most ASD students will be enrolled in a standard program of classes, such as 

mathematics, sciences (physics, biology, chemistry), social sciences and the arts.  

As, with any student, the ASD academic program serves as preparation for life after school.  Students 

in the ASD program can be set up with co-op placements to assist in establishing themselves in the 

workplace. Students past and present have sought placements in areas such as automotive, sales & 

service, outdoor careers, and medical services. 

Physical activity is highly promoted. Students have a Wednesday weight room day which offers an 

opportunity for exercise within a controlled social environment, an occasional 20 minute walk day, 

and several times a week they participate in a 7 minute workout which delivers both physical and 

mental benefits.  ASD students, as with any students, may choose to participate on school sports 

teams, such as skiing and swimming, among others, as well as in school clubs (e.g. Games Club, 

Impact Club). 

 The DD program supports students whose intellectual development has been slowed. Some students 

may also be faced with a physical or social adjustment issue which impairs their speed or potential 

for learning.  

There are currently 10 students enrolled in the Hillcrest program.  As is the case with the neurotypical 

population, students in the DD program have varied strengths and weaknesses. As much as possible, 

an academic aim of the program is to achieve at least partial integration into a standard pathway 

classroom, typically with on-hand support from an educational assistant.  Integrated classrooms may 

be accompanied by a modified curriculum. For example a mathematics student may focus upon 

budgeting.  A program which has proven conducive to integrated programming is auto shop. 
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A goal for beyond school is to prepare students for self-sufficiency. To that end students learn 

practical life skills such as shopping, cooking, and social interaction.  Successful completion of high 

school is acknowledged in the form of a certificate which aids in securing a position in the labour 

force.  Students have a job coach and as with any student, employment prospects align with the 

students' strengths.  One student with a very high level of social skill has found employment as a 

Walmart greeter. 

Field trips are an important part of the curriculum. Students also participate in various school 

activities. For those of you who noticed the return of the recycling program, much credit goes to the 

DD students who now assist with the delivery of that program.  

A fundamental tenet of democracy is appropriate to special education - "what is necessary for some 

is good for all".  A healthy society is one which allows everyone to participate to their fullest potential. 

 The degree to which we value special education is indeed one important indicator of a healthy 

society.  
 

                                                                                          
 

 
 

Hillcrest High School has applied to the Ontario Ministry of Education for approval to deliver a 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) in Arts and Culture. 

The Arts & Culture SHSM allows any Hillcrest student in Gr. 11 and 12 to join the SHSM program and 

focus on a career path that matches their skills and interests, while meeting the requirements of the 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).  

Specialist High 

School Major (SHSM) 

Arts & Culture 
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Hillcrest students receive the Arts & Culture SHSM seal on their diploma when they: 

 

 complete a bundle of 8 courses in the student's choice of Music, Visual Arts, Drama, and/or 

Communication Technologies/Graphic Design. Student’s may specialize in one particular Art 

form, or combine any or all of the others to be an Arts Generalist. 

 earn valuable industry certifications including first aid and CPR qualifications 

 gain important skills on the job through cooperative education placements. 

 
We would like to acknowledge that this is application was only possible with the support of 

educational institutions of: 

University of Ottawa, 

Carleton University, 

Algonquin College 

 

as well as the many community partners who support this application, including: 

 

The National Arts Centre, 

Shenkman Arts Centre, 

Ottawa Art Gallery, 

Ottawa School of Art, 

Governor General’s Performing Arts Awards, and 

The Canada Council for the Arts. 

 

The pending Ministry of Education approval of our Arts & Culture SHSM application, would make this 

Hillcrest’s second SHSM. The Environment SHSM, and the Arts & Culture SHSM would be the beginning 

of a slate of SHSM programs being developed at Hillcrest. We will inform everyone of the Ministry’s 

decision as soon as they make the announcement in the spring. 

 

Multicultural Liaison Officer Program (MLO) 
 

As indicated on page one, Roua Aljied has arrived at Hillcrest in a MLO capacity.  For those of you 

unfamiliar with the program, the following is an extract from a program description offered by its 

parent organization: 

 

Created in 1991, OCISO’s Multicultural Liaison Officer Program (MLO) addresses the settlement needs 

of immigrant and refugee families in Ottawa schools. The goal of the MLO Program is to help ensure 

the successful integration of newcomer children and their families in Ottawa schools. The program 

takes a three-pronged approach that involves the student, the family and the wider school 

community.  OCISO runs this program in partnership with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board 

and the Ottawa Catholic School Board. 

 

Through orientation, daily interventions, outreach and information sharing the MLO program 

contributes to student success, facilitates a relationship between the schools and new comer 

families, supports immigrant parents to become familiar and confident in dealing with the school 

system and supports the schools to create a welcoming environment for immigrant and refugee 

families. 

 

https://ociso.org/school-supports-mlo/
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OCDSB News 

Trustee/Public Information Meeting - 28 February 

Trustees Ellis, Menard, and Braunovan will be holding a joint meeting, 28 Feb, 7 -9 p.m. at Hopewell 

Avenue PS (in the Library).  

There will be a short presentation concerning this year's budget followed by a Q&A session. 

Speaker Series  

01 March - 7:00 - 9:00  p.m. - Mental Health and Addiction - Sir Robert Borden High School 

05 April - 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. - Equity in Action - Woodroffe High School 

Monthly Meetings 

Tuesdays 6 & 20 Mar- meeting of Committee of the Whole  

Tuesday, 27 March - Board Meeting 

Thursday, 22 March -OSASC Secondary School Committee 

Thursday, 29 March - meeting of Committee on Equity  

 OCDSB Committees 

The Ottawa Carleton District School Board and related organizations operate several committees 

which may be on interest to parents and whose meetings are open to the public: 

Committee of the Whole - Please note that the agenda for COW meetings is published in 

advance on the OCDSB website.  If an agenda item is of interest but you are unable to attend in 

person, the meetings are live streamed via the Board website.  

Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School Councils - click on the link for detailed committee 

information 

Parent Involvement Committee - click on the link for detailed committee information.  

Advisory Committee on Equity - meets monthly, usually from 6:00-8:30 pm at Greenbank.  

Committee members include individuals drawn from the public.  

https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=238219
http://ocdsb.ss13.sharpschool.com/calendar
http://ocasc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/160914-OCASC-2016-2017-Welcome-Letter-SPB-clean.pdf
http://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=167239
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Useful Links 

Hillcrest School - https://hillcresths.ocdsb.ca/  

OCDSB -   http://www.ocdsb.ca/ 

School Board Trustee Chris Ellis - http://schoolzone6.org/ 

Contact Us - Suggestions for, or comments about, this newsletter can be submitted at any time 

to hillcrestcouncilnews@gmail.com.  

https://hillcresths.ocdsb.ca/
http://www.ocdsb.ca/
http://schoolzone6.org/
file:///C:/Users/David/Documents/Education/hillcrestcouncilnews@gmail.com

