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On behalf of the Riverview Park Community Association (RPCA), I wish to express our 

general support for the overall principles contained in the Building A Liveable Ottawa 

2031 proposal.  In particular, we support the emphasis on the following themes: 

Affordability, Safe and Efficient Transportation Infrastructure, Sustainable 

Transportation, Active Transportation, Public Transit, Transit-oriented Development, and 

Urban Design and Compatibility.  

 

As with the previous Ottawa 2020 Plan, there are many worthy principles set out and 

while it is obvious that a lot of work has gone into the Official Plan Amendment process, 

the RPCA is concerned that the City via its Preliminary plan and associated 

Transportation Master Plan (TMP) is not doing enough to implement many of the 

principles set out in the Ottawa 2020 Plan, notably related to its call for greater focus on 

Walking, Cycling and Transit.  The Ottawa 2020 plan that Council adopted just a few 

years ago, mandated that the city implement “policies that favour walking, cycling and 

public transit over the use of private motor vehicles, thereby facilitating the use of modes 

of transportation that are socially accessible, environmentally healthy and economically 

feasible.”  Our concern however, is that just as was the case in the previous round of 

amendments to the Official Plan these laudable criteria will not be put into practice to the 

extent that they should be.    

 

There are several instances where there is a failure to abide by these principles.  One of 

the most egregious examples of these criteria not being followed involves the proposal to 

build what will eventually be a four-lane roadway in the Alta Vista Transportation 

Corridor (AVTC), which is why the RPCA and others ask that the AVTC be removed in 

its entirety (including the Hospital Link portion) from the Official Plan and the TMP.  

Before addressing the specifics of the AVTC, the RPCA wishes to offer the following 

general comments.  (The page numbers in parentheses refer to the Building a Liveable 

Ottawa 2031 Preliminary Policy Proposals document that is dated January 29, 2013) 

 

General Comments: 

 

1. Affordability – The RPCA strongly supports the need for the City to receive 

Value for Money in its spending on infrastructure and to ensure that assets like 

roads and water mains are well maintained before investing in new assets and 

roads (p .1), especially given that 25% of the City’s existing roads are in need of 

resurfacing or reconstruction (p.2). We are encouraged that the City has indicated 

a desire to consider the total costs of travel, including environmental costs (p.2) 

and reducing overall life-cycle costs and assessing the cost of travelling by 

different modes.  The graph as overall cost of travel per mode on page 2 

demonstrates the greater cost-efficiency and affordability of non-automobile 

modes of transportation. 

 



2. Safe and Efficient Transportation Infrastructure – we support the notion of basing 

road use on peak period as opposed “peak hour travel demand” and requiring 

developers to contribute to the cost of road changes.  We agree with the 

proposal’s conclusion that “overbuilding of roads and parking encourages 

excessive travel by car which is environmentally harmful and economically 

inefficient.”  

 

3. Sustainable Transportation – We support the aim to promote more sustainable 

transportation to shift people to walking, cycling and transit and for transportation 

structures to be economically affordable, socially equitable and environmentally 

sustainable.  We support the City’s overriding to limit the growth in car usage and 

to minimize the amount of driving trips – sustainable modes of travel are more 

efficient and environmentally friendly than personal automobile use.  The current 

congestion along Industrial Avenue associated with the Trainyards development 

is an example where there should be more emphasis on planning that encourages 

active transportation and public transit use instead of private cars 

 

4. Active Transportation –It is very important to note that the cost of active 

transportation infrastructure is lower than roads and highways and that produces 

co-benefits such as a healthier and less obese citizenry.  This conclusion is borne 

out by numerous experts, including Dr. David Mowat.  His presentation on 

“Building a Healthy Ottawa by Design” at the City’s January 29 public launch of 

Building a Liveable Ottawa contained many practical suggestions -- supported by 

impressive research data -- for building a healthier community that would 

contribute to a better quality of life while making good economic sense.  The 

importance of Active Transportation and sustainable community planning is 

further buttressed by the recent report on Health and the Built Infrastructure 

tabled by the City’s Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Isra Levy.  

 

The RPCA is also concerned that targets for increasing pedestrian and cyclists fall 

are not ambitious enough and fall short of the mark, especially since they cover a 

25 year period.  Walking modal share is only supposed to increase from 9.6 % to 

10% between 2005 and 2031 (less than half a % point) and cycling modal share 

only goes from 1.7 % in 2005 to 3% in 2031. These goals are too modest and we 

would encourage council to fully fund the infrastructure improvements called for 

in both the Pedestrian and Cycling plans to fill in the missing gaps as a means of 

getting more people out of their cars and onto cycling and pedestrian paths.   

 

5. Public Transit—we would encourage the city to develop a pro-active approach to 

transit services for new residential and retail developments.  This regime would 

see new transit services already in place when a subdivision or mall open so that 

when residents and businesses move in, a good level of transit service will exist 

transit service (which would encourage the use of transit rather than private 

automobiles) 

 



6. Intensification and Tall Buildings – we support in principle the idea of 

intensification but not at any cost.  We propose more reasonable and lower height 

limits on high-rise buildings.  

 

7. Urban Design and Community Development - it is important the Community 

Development Plans and input from local community members be given more 

weight and respect when dealing with rezoning applications from developers, 

most of whom do not even live in the affected community. .  

 

The RPCA is calling for the removal of the Alta Vista Transportation Corridor from the 

Official Plan and Transportation Master Plan as a car route.  There are a variety of 

reasons for this position, notably the fact that the AVTC roadway does not mesh with 

several aspects of the City’s overall planning principles, including the following items set 

out in the Building a Liveable Ottawa 2031 Preliminary Policy Proposals:  

 

1. Affordability. Moving ahead with this project –  currently estimated at $70 million for 

just the first 1.5 km hospital link – would not be a good use of funds, when there are 

better and less expensive alternatives, including dedicated shuttle buses that go directly 

between existing Transitway stops and  the Hospital.  This is evidenced by the graph on 

page 2.  Canceling costly road projects, would free up money for more sustainable 

pedestrian and cyclist free infrastructure (and allow repairs to be made to existing roads). 

The present stated costs of constructing the AVTC do not even take into account the 

long-term life-cycle costs of maintaining this new road.   

 

2. Safe and Efficient Infrastructure – Constructing the AVTC roadway is the type of 

project that the Building a Liveable Ottawa document warns against in its conclusion that 

“overbuilding of roads and parking encourages excessive travel by car which is 

environmentally harmful and economically inefficient.”  

 

3.  Sustainable Transportation – Wider roads and construction of new roads such as what 

would ultimately be a major four-lane thoroughfare in the AVTC will only encourage 

increased vehicular traffic and fly in the face of the City's stated goal of promote public 

transit, especially when there is no travel pattern destination evidence that the AVTC will 

effectively service the Ottawa Hospital Complex. A roadway in the AVTC goes against 

the City’s Building a Liveable Ottawa goals to promote walking, cycling and transit and 

transportation structures that are economically affordable, socially equitable and 

environmentally sustainable.  Building the AVTC Hospital Link will not reduce traffic 

congestion, but instead merely shift the location of traffic bottlenecks 

 

Moreover, as Dr Levy’s report on Built Environment notes, pollution from traffic is the 

largest source of local air pollution in Ottawa.  His report adds that “car dependent 

communities lead to an increase in vehicle emission and contribute to poor air quality” -- 

so why build a new road (the AVTC which is only going to lead to more air pollution? 

 



4.  Active Transportation – the AVTC runs counter to the City’s proposal to “establish a 

well-connected network of sustainable modes of transportation providing residents with 

alternative to the automobile.”   

 

4. Urban Design and Compatibility – the increased vehicular traffic due to the “induced 

traffic demand” that would result from building the proposed roadway in the AVTC is 

inconsistent with the Urban Design and Compatibility” element of Building a Liveable 

Ottawa which states “liveable communities are designed to support walking, cycling and 

increased use of transit.”  “  

 

In closing, we would urge Council to please focus more time and energy on measures that 

will get people out of cars, lead to a healthier populace, and reduce vehicular traffic and 

to remove the Alta Vista Transportation Corridor roadway in its entirety from the City’s 

Official Plan and TMP 

 

Sincerely 

 

Karin Keyes-Endemann 

President, Riverview Park Community Association 

 


